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UNITED  STATES  FOREIGN  TRADE 
IN  HIDES  AND  SKINS  IN  I953 


The  United  States  has  been  traditionally  a  net  Importer  of 
hides  and  skins.     Imports  of  sheep  and  goat  skins  and  of  calf 
and  kip  Asking!  increased  appreciably  during  1955  this  country 

remained  on  a  net  Import  basis  for  these  i terns c     However,  as  a 
result  of  increased  slaughter  cattle  hides  were  in  surplus  of 
domestic  needs  and  the  United  States  became  a  net  exporter  of 
cattle  hides  in  1953 o 

HIDES  AND  SKINS:  United  States  Foreign  Trade,  averages 

1955-59  and  19i].6-50,  Annual  I95I-55 


Calf  and  Kip: 


Averages 

1955-59  19Mil50 

"  1^000     :  1,000 
Pieces   .  Pieces 


Imports 

'  5, 

181 

.   1,265  ■ 

2,1|90 

Exports 

595  ■  < 

275 

Net  Im.ports  - 

626 

672  . 

2,217 

Cattle  Hides:  \ 

Import? 

•  2, 

580 

-  5,21^2 

Exports 

555 

bob 

372 

Net  Imports 

2, 

0^-7 

•  i,ooi^  ; 

2,870 

Net  Exports 

Goat  and  Kid:  ; 

Imports  1/ 

260 

36,659  " 

32,185 

Sheep  and~Lamb: 

Imports 

21  „ 

057 

•  2l.,5i+5  < 

20,9^8 

Exports 

1 

996 

6q6 

661 

Net  Imports 

19. 

061 

•  23,bi;9 

-  20,287 

1951 


1,000 
Pieces 


1955 


1,000 
Pieces 

1.932 
1,608 
32i| 


i+55 
^81 


2,^ 


1.926 

31>90l^ 

25,pi].9 
21^,650 


1/    United  States  exports  are  negligible c 

Foreign  Agricultural  Services  Compiled  from  official  records 
of  the  Bureau  of  Census. 
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Imports . 

Hides  and  skins  imported  into  the  United  States  originate 
in  niimerous  countries  of  the  world.     Imports  of  calf  and  kip 
skins  are  usually  from  Canada  and  '/'estern  Europe,  while  cattle 
hides  have  been  imported  primarily  from  Canada  and  Latin  America, 
Most  of  the  sharp  drop  which  occurred  in  imports  of  cattle 
hides  during  1955  was  in  shipments  originating  in  Argentina. 

Imports  of  goat  and'  kid  skins  originate  largely  in  counties 
of  the  Middle  East,  Africa  and  Latin  America,     Oceania  and 
Latin  Am.erica  supply  most  of  the  sheep  and  lamb  skins  imported 
into  the  United  States. 

Exports . 

United  States  exports  of  hides  and  skins  are  largely  to 
Canada^  Western  Europe  and  Japan,     In  recent  years  Japan  has 
taken  a  large  portion  of  our  exports  of  both  cattle  hides  and 
calf  and  kip  skins.     During  1955  more  than  one- third  of  the 
cattle  hides  and  about  one-half  of  the  calf  and  kip  skins 
exported  from  the  United  States  were  destined  for  Japan. 

In  summary,   Japan,  Canada,  The  Netherlands  and  the  United 
Kingdom  have  been  our  best  export  markets  for  hides  and  skins 
produced  in  surplus  of  domestic  needs.     Cattle  hides  continue 
to  be  in  surplus  of  domestic  needs  and  indications  are  that 
exports  to  these  countries  will  total  larger  during  19514-. 
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Table  1 


HIDES  AND  SKINS'.  United  States  Impor'ts^.; Tor 
Consumption  tey  Country  of  Origin  -  A.yerAges 
1935-39,  19^6-50,  Annual  I95I  to  I955  ^ ' . ' 


County  of 
Origin 


Averages 
1935-39    '  19^6-^30 


1951 


1952 


1953 


Calf  and  Kip: 


17000 
Pieces 


Total 

Goat  and  Kid; 
Haiti^  RepT  of 
Arabia 
India 
Pakistan 
Argentina 
Brazil 
Peru 

Venezuela 
Bvo  E.Africa 
Br«,  Somoliland 
Ethiopia 
Italian  Africa 
Nigeria 

Un»of  So. Africa 
Others 
Total 


365 
0 

13,160 
0 

2,523 

11.172 

b37 
812 

726 

0 

682 

2,08 

902 
iMkk 

1+3,260 


1,000 
Pieoes 


Canada 

59I1 

5k2 

Denmark 

: 

;  8 

Finland 

:  L2 

France 

:  5i^8 

:  80 

Italy 

It 

Netherlands 

:  76 

:  16 

Norway 

:  103 

Q 
y 

Poland 

:  92 

'  57 

Swi  tzerland 

:  2S 

;  10 

'India 

'  67 

:  160 

Argentina 

:  156 

55 

New  Zealand 

■  hli 

ilf9 

Others 

:  l,0l|.8 

316 

Total 

5,1^1 

1,265 

Cattle  Hides: 

h-19 

Canada 

Mexico 

29 

77 

Cuba  ; 

ll 

29 

France  ; 

23  : 

7 

Italy  j 

17  : 

16 

Netherlands  ; 

5  : 

2 

Switzerland  ; 

7  : 

1 

India  : 

22  : 

11 

Argentina  : 

1,309  : 

712 

Brazil  ; 

400  : 

216 

Uruguay  . 

55  : 

.Australia  : 

16 

New  Zealand  : 

11  ■ 

Others  0 

78  : 

287 

671+ 

775 
10,916 
2,009 
1,232 

3,028 
757 
573 

2.i3i+ 

3,08^ 
679 

i+,037 

980 

i;,807 


1,000 
Piece  3; 

■399 

ko 
,5^ 

% 

i|29 
6 

527 
77 
155 
516 
2,590-" 

682 

101 

75 
30 

15 
11 

1 

160 

i,ol|3 
578 

36 
11 

[180 


1,000 

Pieces 
702 

37 
21 

264 

10 

37 

23 
201 

3 

119 
11 
122 

73 
3i4-3 

0 

5 

'I 

26 
2 

80 

6L5 
18 

15 

0 

7 

68 


372I12 


1,230 


1,000 

Pieces 

■77 
3 
0 

'I 

-309 

39 
129 
0 

201 

-112 
■1.932 

303 

0 

1^ 
11 

7 
13 
71 

3 

6 
0 
0 

^55 


-3^71^39 


Continued 
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Table  1.     i.iD^.S  aiMD  oKlNS :     United  States  Imports  l  or 
Consumption  by  Country  of  Origin  -  averages 

1955-39,  1914-6-50. 

Annual  1951  to  1953 .  (continued) 


Country  of 
Origin 


Average  s 


1935-39    .  19lW^ 


Shee p  and  Lamb 
Un iTed  Kingdom 
Iran 

Argentina 
Brazil 

Un.of  So. Africa 
Australia 
New  Zealand  ^ 
Other 

Total 


-iTtJtro — 

Pieces 


1.143 
1,098 

1,173 
8.699 


— 1-rom— 

Pieces 

1,216 

3i^6 

i|,i75 

77 
316 

5,509 
11,087 

3>8l9 


21,057  2i4.,5i|5 


1951 


pi 


eces 


1,998 
1,002 

% 

88 
2,76ij- 
11,518 
3.173 


1952 


-rrOTDtr- 

Pleces 


l,Oll+ 

581 

nil- 

151 

15,869 
1.205 


1955 
17000 

pieces 
2,00l+ 

2A95 
30 

15 
2,729 

2,095 


20,91+8      19,525  25,oi].9 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  Compiled  from  official  records 
of  the  Bureau  of  Census. 


Table  2.  HIDES  Al^D  SKINS:  United 
of  destination.  Averages 
Annual  I95I-55. 


States 
2; 


39 


Exports  by  Country 
and  19lj-6'-50. 


Country  of 
Destination 


Averages 
1955-59  19^^-50 


1,000 


.  - 

:  Pieces 

Calf-  and  Kip 

Canada 

•  170 

Belgium 

10 

Germany 

Italy 

6 

Netherlands 

25 

United  Kingdom 

:  12 

Japan 

Others 

Total 

555 

Cattle  Hides 

Canada 

127 

Mexico 

Belgium  . 

1 

Germany  ! 

5 

Italy 

Netherlands 

i 

United  Kingdom 

Yugoslavia 

Japan  ; 

26U 

Others  : 

Ik 

Total 

555 

Sheep  and  Lamb 
" Canada  ' 
, Mexico 
:  Belgium 

France 

Hungary 

United  Kingdom 
Others 

Total 


2/ 
-5/1 

5/ 

5. 


,009 
11 
11 
58 

80 
28 


1^250 


1,000 
Pieces 

265 
51 

5 

15.5 
2 


19  5.1; 


l,00p 
Pieces 

5 
0 

5 

0 

128 
7 


595 

278 

1/ 
Gk 

kl 
5f 

95 

132 

12 
36 

162 

868" 


505 
1 
12 

75 

5 
10 


738 


27i^. 


57i| 

10 

0 

36 

_i9 
660 


1952 


1^000 
Pieces 

196 

28 

k(>8 
^  1+0 


26k 

0  ■ 

0 

0 

I 

k 

0  • 

88 

10 

1955 


1,000 
Pieces. 

515 

62 

55 
123 

123 
89 

757 
6c 


79k  1,580 


]+ii 

:  ^ 

6 
5^ 


572  1,138  2,581 


1^02 
62 

51 


5^5 

10 
30 

12 
U9 


1/    Less  than  5OO0     2/    Includes  Goat  and  Kid,     j/  For  1939- 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service »  Compiled  l^om  official  records 
of  the  Bureau  of  Census. 
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Table  5,     HIDES  AND  SKINS:     United  States  Impcrts  and  Exports 

"t^ype  and  description^  averages  1955*"59  ^^'^ 
19i+6"50,  Annual  I95I-I953 


Type  and 
Description 


Imports  1/ 
"CalxTnS'  Kip: 

Wet  salted 

Dry  or  dry  salted 

Cattle  Hides; 
Wet  salted 
Dry  or  dry  salted 

"Goat  and  Kid: 

Dry  or  dry  salted 
Green  or  pickled 

Sheep  and  Lamb: 
Woolsd  fu.'y  or  ^. 
green  salted 
Slat 3 -dry 
Pickl^d-not  split 
PiQliled^fl"§shers 
and  s'^iivers 

Exports  2/ 
CaTf  and^ICip 
V/et  salted 
Dry  or  dry  salted 

Cattle  Hides: 
Wet  salted 
Dry  or  dry  salted 

Sheep  and  Lamb  \\./ 
V^'et 
Dry 


Av 3 rases 


555 

N.A. 
N.A. 

535 

N«A. 
N.A. 

,996 
NcA, 
N.A. 


593 

868 
798 
70 

696 
J4.70 
226 


275 
26'8 

5 

572 
9 

661 

571 
90 


1955-39 

3  9ix6-50  ; 

1951 

1952  ' 

1953 

:  1,000 

•     Piesas  ' 

X.  f  J-J\J 

Flo '30! 

1,000  1,000 
3      P.loees  Pieces 

^^'^ 

796 

\     1,265  \ 
:  738 
;  527 

2  J.- 90 

l,-^.37  ■ 

1.103 

1,628 

25)+ 

1,932 
1,611 
.  321 

2,^80 
2,JB1 

199 

•  1,872 

■ 

:  ii58 

'  3,2)42 

961 

2,281 

1^250 
997 

■  I4-55 
'  312 

■  lif3 

k3,26o 
U,5l8 
l.7i|2 

:  36,659 
.  36,067 

;    572  . 

52,i8j; 
31,118 
.  1,067 

: 29, 716 

.23,1.60 
1,256 

'31,9011- 
51,127 

777 

21,057 

'  2i;,5i|5 

'  20,9i+8 

19,325 

;  25, 014-9 

2,726 
3,^^81 
llf.^  SJi© 

5,550 
2,150 
15,965 

\  l.5ii9 
1,606 

:  i5.i+22 

■  l,2i;5 
650 

. 16,150 

:  2,020 
•  855 
19,895 

10 

880 

.  2,571 

;  1,280 

2,505 

79i+ 
,79ii- 
5/ 

1,158 
1,128 
10 

i^97 
i+59 
58 


1,^ 
1,606 

2 

2,581 

2,571 
11 

U9 

359 
60 


1/  For  consumptionp  2/  Excludes  re 
^/    Less  than  5OO    hj  "includes  Goat 


--exports  • 
and  Kid. 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  Compiled  from  the  official 
records  of  the  Bureau  of  Census, 


